to attack the passions at the root means to attack life itself at the root: the praxis of the Church is inimical to life ! ^
Badical hostility to sensuality is always a critical symptom. Decadents, those who are of a weak^ will, and those who are unable to impose due moderation upon themselves, all like the radical means for exterminating the desires.
The spiritualisation of sensuousness is called love; it is a grand triumph over Christianity. Our spiritualisation of hostility is another triumph. Unlike the Christian, we do not want to exterminate it. We see best in political matters how hostility has already become spiritualised, much more prudent, critical, and forbearing. Almost every party conceives that it is advantageous for its self-maintenance that the opposing party should not lose power. The same is true in grand politics, e.g., in a new Empire. We like war and hate the moral cow and its plump comfortableness. Life is at an end where the " Kingdom of God " begins.
But all the valuations of the decadent, the doomed, are prompted by their deteriorating instinct, which thus seeks some advantage. To say to an individual who, in his antecedents and in his consequences, is a plaything of fate, "Alter thyself/' is to require everything to alter itself, in the past as well as the present. Morality, in so far as it condemns actions in themselves, and not from any regard to the considerations and purposes of life, is a degenerate idiosyncrasy which has caused an unspeakable amount of harm.
V. THE FOTJB G-BEAT EBBORS.
There is no more dangerous error than that of confounding a consequence with its cause. A well-constituted man has to do certain actions and instinctively avoids other actions; he introduces the arrangement which he represents physiologically into his relations with his fellow-mexi and his surroundings. In a formula: his virtue is the